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mon enemy; but neither the Hurons nor the Algon-
quins have been willing to listen to them, and have
refused their presents. The Bissiriniens likewise
have refused to listen to them, on account of the ex-
tortion practiced on them by the Island Savages in
going down for trade. As to the Hurons, they have
covered their refusal with the apprehension they
have of an army with which they were lately threat-
ened. But the real cause was in fact that the Nation
of the Bear, which constitutes the half of the Hu-
rons, was piqued because the Island Savages did not
invite them as well as the others,— offering them no
presents, and on the contrary forbidding that they
should be told of the matter.

Meanwhile, on the other hand, we are afraid that
these are all stratagems of Satan to hinder the con-
version of these Peoples; for the men of the Isle,
seeing themselves [53] refused, have returned very
much discontented at the Hurons as well as at the
Bissiriniens, and have threatened that they would let
neither of them pass down to the French.

Le Borgne [the One-eyed] of the Isle said to the
Hurons, in our presence, in order to recommend the
subject of his Embassy, that his body was hatchets;
he meant that the preservation of his person and of
his Nation was the preservation of the hatchets, the
kettles, and all the trade of the French, for the Hu-
rons. They even say, whether true or false, that he
has boasted that he is master of the French, and
that he would lead us back to Kébec and make us all
recross the sea. I am telling what is said, and the
boasts attributed to him, for we did not hear them; on
the contrary, they went away, so far as we are con-



